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In her gracious acceptance remarks, in
which she professed astonishment that
anyone should want to honor her at all,
Mrs. Preminger recalled moving to New
York with Otto Preminger (who died in
1986) after living at the heart of the film
industry in Hollywood. New York was a

To Recruit Is 
To Succeed

Hope Preminger Honored 
at 2008 Feast of St. Nicholas
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Rev. Thomas F. Pike, medalist Hope B. Preminger
and President Stephen B. Billick

T he Saint Nicholas Society is 
always changing and evolving
as new members are elected 

to membership. Who are these new
members and what or who induced
them to consider applying for member-
ship? The following profiles of four 
recent inductees are revealing.

BROMME
H. COLE
elected 
6 December 2005

Bromme is a prin-
cipal in Hampton/
Hoerter, LLC, a
business financing
health care prop-

erties and businesses.  Earlier he
worked at Bankers Trust/Deutsche
Bank.  Also a member of the Holland
Society, he has a strong interest in New
York’s Dutch heritage.  He has taken a
leading role in New York 2009, an all-

volunteer, non-for-profit organization
established to raise money to sponsor
events celebrating the 400th anniver-
sary of the discovery of the Hudson
River and the founding of the New
Netherlands.  The Dutch government is
a major funder of New York 2009.

Bromme says he discovered St. Nick
through a comment from a member of
another society that had an office at the
New York Genealogical & Biographi-
cal Society of East 58th Street.  He was
told that St. Nick had young members.
He went to visit Jill Spiller at the old
St. Nick office.  He joined the Society
soon thereafter; and his father, Stewart,
joined the following year.

Bromme was born in Louisiana and
raised in New York.  He graduated
from Taipei American College, Boston
University and New York University.
He lives in New York City with his

Recent Member Profiles

Continued on page 4

Without members the Saint
Nicholas Society, with its long
history dating back to 1835, is

nothing.  For St. Nick to remain viable
in the decades to come, every member
should ask himself: who can I propose
for St. Nick?  What must I do to make
him become a member?

Among lineage societies, St. Nick is well-
perceived.  It is one of the oldest American
societies and has included many prominent
New Yorkers (starting with Washington
Irving) as members. The membership is
congenial and bridges several generations.
The events are enjoyable and filled with col-
orful traditions that remind us of our ances-
tors who first settled New York.  We may no
longer be allowed to smoke Dutch pipes,
but we can lift the venerable Weathercock
by waving our napkins, and we can crack
Easter eggs at our Paas Festival.

But we are still a relatively small socie-
ty, with only around 400 members; op-
erating income is barely sufficient to
cover expenses; and our capital can
only be described as modest.  St. Nick
is in no danger of folding today but
there is little room for complacency.
Every membership society needs new
members in order to maintain itself.
Members do not just happen. We—
meaning every member—should be
seeking new members actively. 

While we hunt for new members it will
be instructive to examine some who
have recently joined.  There are profiles
of four new members elsewhere in this
issue.  Each describes how they heard
of St. Nick, who sponsored them and
what attracted them to the organization.  

New members must be identified and then
they must be encouraged to apply. Among
the requirements for joining St. Nick are 
1) possession of relevant genealogical
background, and 2) documentation to
prove the genealogy. Present members
should help potential members meet the
requirements.

Hope Bryce Preminger, the New
York philanthropist and film
producer, was presented with

the Saint Nicholas Society Medal of
Merit at the Feast of St. Nicholas held
on 5 December 2008 at the Union Club.
Mrs. Preminger is the widow of the
noted film director Otto Preminger, who
helmed such classics as “Laura” (1944),
“The Man with the Golden Arm”
(1955), “Advise and Consent” (1962)
and the Oscar-nominated “Anatomy of a
Murder” (1959).  While she is the execu-
trix of the director’s estate and the mother
of two of his children, Mrs. Preminger has
also been a dedicated supporter and board
member of St. Luke’s/Roosevelt Hospital,
Saint Thomas Church, the American Prio-
ry of the Venerable Order of St. John of
Jerusalem and United Neighbors of East
Midtown.
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Hope Preminger
Continued from front page

very different place from California but
one that she and her husband found im-
mensely attractive.  She concluded by
thanking the Society for the award.  In-
deed, Mrs. Preminger’s name is a distin-
guished addition to the list of previous
distinguished recipients of our medal.

Wearing the traditional hat and historic
badge and sash, President Billick
chaired the Feast for the first time in 
his capacity as President of the society
and displayed his usual calm and deco-
rum.  Later in the evening John P.T.
Blake recited his immortal poem, “A
Knickerbocker Toast.”  A brief but tan-
talizing pause had his hearers on the
edge of their seats; would this be the
first time his memory failed him?  But
it was not.  He concluded the recital to a
thundering ovation, as usual—and relief. 

There was a palpable feeling of high
spirits in the attractive and familiar
rooms of the Union Club where it was
pleasing to note the mix of generations
present.  One of the appealing features
of St. Nick is the diversity of the
members’ backgrounds, occupations
and ages. At this meeting, Brian R.
Owens, a young investment banker who
resides in Philadelphia was inducted
into membership by Dr. Billick and pre-
sented with a rosette, a membership
roster and a copy of the 150th anniver-
sary book.

Inductee Brian R. Owens with Stephen B. Billick 

Ashley Blake with Brian A. Blake

Magdalena Ilcuk and Charles R. Mackenzie

Curtis M. Estes with Dorsey Smith

Past President Edward R. Finch, Jr.

Frederick W. Pattison and John Mauk Hilliard

P. Layton Sanders, Charles C. Lucas 
and Donald Westervelt

Marion Biallot with Hope B. Preminger

Daniel H. Baldini

Daniel Oliver, Rev. Thomas F. Pike  
and William P. Johns

William M. Manger, Jr.

John P.T. Blake

Peter J. Kimber
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The Fall Stated Meeting held 
at the Three West Club on 
16 October 2008 featured, in

addition to the expected food and
drink, some not unimportant business;
masterful entertainment by pianist
Richard Dowling.

Formerly known as the Women’s
National Republican Club, the Three
West Club is a fine Art Déco-style
building situated just off of Fifth
Avenue in at 3 West 51st Street.  It had
been several years since a St. Nick
meeting took place there.  St. Nickers and
their guests gathered in the Library where
a well-stocked bar and a vast spread of
cheeses and crudités awaited.

Dr. Stephen B. Billick, wearing the pres-
idential tricorne with sash of office and a
blazer, briskly conducted the business
of the meeting, which consisted princi-
pally in inducting two new members,
Curtis McLellan Estes and Lindsay
Byron Smith, with great efficiency.  

Following the inductions, President
Billick introduced Richard Dowling, an
accomplished pianist and expert on rag-
time music. [www.richard-dowling.com]
Mr. Dowling went on to perform a
series of compositions by American

Pianist Richard Dowling Entertains at Fall Stated Meeting

Inductee Lindsay B. Smith and Emery Harper

Brian A. Blake, inductee Curtis M. Estes 
and John M. Shannon

Nancy and Hobart Van Deusen

President Stephen B. Billick

Christine Nealy and Cody Constable

John Eungdamrong and Erika Billick

G. William Rabbe Charles R. Mackenzie

John P.T. Blake and Brian A. Blake

Pianist Richard Dowling with 
President Stephen B. Billick

Maria Dering and Floyd S. Sanford III

John Mauk Hilliard, Susan and Samuel D. Williams

Inductees Curtis M. Estes (left) and Lindsay B.
Smith (right) with President Stephen B. Billick

Continued on page 4
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wife, Tricia, and two small children,
MacKenzie and Bromme.

What does he like about St. Nick?
“Compared to other genealogical soci-
eties, St. Nick is more unbuttoned and
informal,” he says.  He also likes the so-
ciety’s focus on New York history,
which coincides neatly with his work
with New York 2009.

CURTIS 
M. ESTES
elected 
25 September 2008

An architect and
vice president of
Citigroup Corporate
Realty Services,
Curt is  manages 

design and construction for the bank’s
Manhattan buildings south of 14th Street.
He is a native of Beverly Farms in Essex
County, Massachusetts, where his family
has been settled for 300 years.

Curtis studied architecture at the Rhode
Island School of Design and earned a
graduate degree from the University of
Virginia School of Architecture. Prior
to joining Citigroup, he served in the
US Navy for six years (in Panama and
Philadelphia) as a Facilities Manager;
was Manager of Corporate Interiors for
Fidelity Investments in Boston; Depart-
ment Chair/Professor of Interior Design
at three northeastern colleges.

Curtis, 53, heard about St. Nick from
John Shannon, who brought him to
many events at which he met other
members who seemed to produce a
good impression.  After several mem-
bers urged him to join and offered to
write letters on his behalf, he explored
his family tree to find a New York an-
cestor. Curtis was proposed for mem-
bership by John Shannon and seconded
by George H. McNeely IV. William P.
Johns wrote a third letter. Curtis is
also a member of the Naval Order of the
United States and the Hereditary Order
of Descendants of Colonial Governors.

Asked what attracted him to St. Nick,
Curtis cites its focus on New York his-
tory, particularly the Dutch aspects, in-
cluding its mission to preserve the
city’s Dutch heritage. He noted the Paas
Festival at India House which raised
$5,000 to repair the roof of the Church
of St. Mark-in-the-Bowery.

PETER J.
KIMBER
elected 
24 January 2008

A financial advisor
with Merrill Lynch’s
Global Wealth Man-
agement ,  Peter  
specializes in the

development of comprehensive financial
plans and wealth management strategies
for high net worth families and individu-
als.  Last year, the Consumers’ Research
Council of America selected Peter as one
of America’s Top Financial Planners.  

Now 35, he was born in Pittsford, New
York, a suburb of Rochester. He is a grad-
uate of Hamilton College and studied for
one year at Pembroke College, Oxford.
He is currently a member of the Hamilton
College Alumni Planning Committee, the
Sons of the American Revolution, and the
Society of Colonial Wars as well as 
St. George’s Society of New York. Peter
and his wife Tracy, an elementary school
teacher, recently moved upstate to East
Fishkill. Their children are Elizabeth and
George Harold III.

Peter recalls first hearing about St. Nick
at a Sons of the Revolution event at
Fraunces Tavern where he spoke with
member Bob Naud.  Bob became his
proposer at St. Nick; John Mauk
Hilliard was his seconder and John 
O’Malley his “third.”

Why did he want to join?  “Preservation of
our national heritage is extremely impor-
tant,” says Peter.  “We should honor those
who built this country and made it possi-
ble for us to enjoy it—freedom and oppor-
tunity—today.”  In addition to the civility
he experiences at stated meetings, Peter
also likes the fact that St. Nick is the only
New York State-specific lineage society.
It is an honor and a responsibility to be a
member and to ensure that it carries on.

GREGORY 
OUTWATER
elected 
20 September 2009

Gregory is Associ-
ate Director of the
Office of Alumni
Regional Develop-
ment at Northwest-

ern University based in New York,
covering the city, Connecticut and 
New Jersey.  

He knew about St. Nick from his early
days because a cousin, Eric Boe Outwa-
ter (born 1929, elected 1952) served as
Chief Steward and later as Treasurer of
the Society.  More recently, he was en-
couraged to join St. Nick by two fellow
members of the Holland Society, W.
Wells Van Pelt and Bromme Cole.

Greg, 36, was born in Los Angeles and
raised in Santa Monica, California.  He
graduated from Northwestern University’s
School of Music in 1997 with a degree
in vocal performance.  Thanks to a Rotary
scholarship he was able to study voice
at the conservatory in Frankfurt,
Germany, for one year, and ended up stay-
ing seven years. He also performed 
the lyric tenor repertoire in regional
opera productions and concerts around
the country.  Greg is fluent in German.
His grandmother was Ella Fitzgerald’s
booker and manager for 35 years and 
he went often to the jazz singer’s home
for Christmas.

Greg and his wife, Justine, live with
their two sons, Hugh and Eric, in
Hoboken.  This summer they will move
to a new home in Summit, New Jersey.

Asked what in particular he likes about
St. Nick, he replies:  “The conviviality.”
On another level, he enjoys being a part
of a group that is bound together by an-
cestry and Old New York relations.
“You can’t pay to get in.”

Member Profiles
Continued from front page

Joseph vanB. Wittmann, Jr. (left) and Barbara
Wittmann (right) with Joseph VanB. Wittmann III

composers, including Scott Joplin,
Eubie Blake and George Gershwin
among others, providing highly techni-
cal and anecdotal information about
each piece and composer.  After the su-
perb concert, his hearers felt both ele-
vated in mood and musically educated
as well.  Mr. Dowling easily answered
every question the audience put to him;
and did a brisk business in his CD
recordings afterwards.

Dowling Entertains
Continued from page 3
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Saint Nicholas members on Thurs-
day, February 12, 2009, at the
Winter Stated Meeting of the So-

ciety, heard Elena Climent, a New
York-based Mexican artist, discuss her
spectacular, super-realistic 30-foot-
long mural, “At Home with Their
Books,” as installed in the lounge of
the Language and Literature Building
of New York University, 19 University
Place (corner of 8th Street). 

The painting
is divided into
six panels;
each is ten
f e e t  h i g h ,  
and shows an
a m a z i n g l y
detailed view
of an individ-
ual writer’s
study, depict-
ed as if the
writer had just
been working

there, and had momentarily stepped
out and would be back at any minute.
The artist said she wanted to give the
viewer the impression of actually
walking right into the room. In each in-
stance there is, as part of the scene, an
image of a photographic portrait of the
author.

The six writers included are: Washing-
ton Irving (1783–1859), Edith Whar-
ton (1862–1937), Zora Neale Hurston
(1903–1960), Frank O’Hara (1926–
1966), Jane Jacobs (1916–2004), and
Pedro Pietri (1944–2004). For each
panel, Ms. Climent did extensive re-
search in an attempt to reconstruct the
entire environment of the author’s life.
In the case of Washington Irving, she
visited Irving’s home in Tarrytown,
“Sunnyside,” now a museum, and took
numerous photographs from different
angles. The viewer seems to be stand-
ing behind the author’s desk chair,
looking over his desk, down the length
of the room, and out the windows—
sharing the same prospect that Irving
would have viewed as he sat there writing. 

The painting is designed almost like a
theatrical stage set, with a curtain on
either side, and beneath is a bookshelf
(like a stage, or podium), filled with

images of the spines of actual volumes
that are still sitting on the shelves of
Irving’s library. Along the top of the
panel are depicted scenes from the au-
thor’s work: Rip Van Winkle sleeping
at the foot of a tree, and the headless
horseman riding through the night. Ms.
Climent said that the idea for panels at
the top and bottom had been inspired
by her viewing of the Bayeux tapestry.

Edith Wharton’s room is taken from
her beautiful house, “The Mount,” in
Lenox, Massachusetts, also a museum,
where the actual setting in which she
worked can be visited. She had a for-
mal library, but she actually did most
of her writing in bed, so the picture
shows her bedroom, with morning sun
pouring through the window. The bed-
covers are tossed open, and her lap
desk is sitting on top. On the wall is a
still-life painting that was a favorite of
Wharton’s. In the panel below the
scene of the room, her books include
editions of works by her friend Henry
James, and also works by Irving. At the
top are scenes from The Age of Inno-
cence, and from The House of Mirth. 

For Zora Neale
Hurston’s room
in her house in
Florida, there is
no museum, so
M s .  C l i m e n t
w o r k e d  f r o m
written accounts
and photographs.
A guitar on the
wall indicates
the writer’s in-
terest in music.
Her bookshelves
were made of
orange crates, as
she mentions in
one of her let-
ters;  t i t les of
the books are
taken from lists and from the col-
lection of Hurston’s books at the
Schomburg Center of the New York
Public Library. She studied at Barnard,
where she was the first African Ameri-
can student, and worked with Franz
Boas, professor of anthropology at
Columbia, who is shown in a photo-
graph. At the top is a scene of her as a

girl watching a car go by, and other
scenes from her life in Florida.

The panel on the 1960s poet Frank
O’Hara depicts his Greenwich Village
studio, with an interior brick wall, as
shown in a photograph from the peri-
od. On the wall are pictures of artists
that he knew, and on his desk is his
typewriter, an ashtray, a drink, and a
cup of coffee. His books include vol-
umes by authors he admired, such as
Yeats, Rimbaud, and Pasternak. There
is also an image of the Cedar Tavern,
where O’Hara used to hang out. At the
top is a fisheye view of a city street
scene, evocative of the atmophere the
poet lived in.

Jane Jacobs wrote on the urban scene,
and worked to stop Robert Moses 
from pushing Fifth Avenue through 
the middle of Washington Square. 
Ms. Climent talked to people who had
known her. The lower panel shows
books that she liked, as well as copies
of her own books, such as Death and
Life of American Cities. In the upper
part of the panel, there are scenes of
street life, which Jacobs regarded as

vital to the survival of cities: sidewalks,
small shops, neighborhood stores,
people of all ages, children at play.

Pedro Pietri was a New York writer
from Puerto Rico. He worked in a stu-
dio at 43rd Street and Eighth Avenue,
which had to be envisioned through old
photographs. Ms. Climent spoke to

American Writers’ Rooms on View 
at Winter Stated Meeting

Washington Irving’s study as painted by Elena Climent

Artist Elena Climent

Continued on page 7
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Adriaen van der Donck

A Description of New Netherland
Edited by Charles T. Gehring and William A. Starna. Translated by Diederik Willem Goedhuys. 

Foreword by Russell Shorto. Lincoln, Nebraska, and London, England: University of Nebraska Press, 2008.
Pp. xxiv + 176. Hardcover. $40

B O O K  R E V I E W

Many Saint Nicholas members will
recognize the names Russell Shorto
and Charles T. Gehring, since they
were speakers and Washington Irving
medalists at our fall stated meeting on
October 21, 2004. The medal was
awarded in recognition of Shorto’s The
Island at the Center of the World (Dou-
bleday, 2004), a best-seller that cele-
brated, as the cover calls it, the “Epic
Story” of Dutch Manhattan. Dr. Gehring,
who worked closely with Shorto as he
was doing research, is well known as
the founder and director of the New
Netherland Institute, in Albany, where
Charly has for many years been doing
a magnificent job of analyzing and
translating records of New Netherland for
publication in English.

Adriaen van der Donck, as discussed in
the foreword by Russell Shorto, was
appointed by Kiliaen van Rensselaer as
schout or chief legal officer of the pa-
troonship of Rensselearswijck, which
covered a large area around present-
day Rensselaer and Albany, New York.
Van der Donck, a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Leiden, arrived in New
Netherland in 1641, and after a few
years in the northern region, he came
to Manhattan and entered into political
controversies that put him at odds with
Governor Kieft, and later with Peter
Stuyvesant. 

In 1649 Van der Donck returned to the
Netherlands to submit to the Dutch
government a formal petition for 
popular representation in the colonial
government. The document was pub-
lished in 1650 as Vertoogh van Nieu-
Neder-Land, Weghens de Ghelegentheydt,
Vruchtbaerheydt, en Soberen Staet 
desselfs (“Remonstrance on New Nether-
land, on account of its situation, fruit-
fulness, and the austere condition of
the same”). As a result of Van der
Donck’s efforts, the colony was initially
granted a charter, but the decision was

soon reversed in reaction to the out-
break of an Anglo-Dutch War. 

Van der Donck at once rewrote his
tract, and expanded it for publication
in 1652 (2nd edition, 1656) as:
Beschryvinge van Nieuw-Nederlant,
(Gelijk het tegenwoordigh in Staet is)
Begrijpende de Nature, Aert, gelegentheyt
en vruchtbaerheyt van het selve
Landt; … (“Descript ion of  New
Netherland (as it is in its present
condition), comprising the nature,
type, situation and fruitfulness of the
same land …”). In 1653 he came
back to New Netherland, and in 1655
he died, perhaps in an Indian attack, in
his mid-thirties.

A Description of New Netherland was
intended to encourage immigration, by
showing how attractive the land was,
and by describing the kinds of things
that potential settlers might be interest-
ed to know in order to farm the land
successfully and live prosperously.

Van der Donck’s account is divided into
four main sections. First he discusses
the geography and natural composition
of the region—its rivers and general
landscape, its woods, plants, soil, min-
erals, animals, weather, and other natu-
ral conditions. This section of his
“description” reminds us vividly of how
much of the natural richness of the land
has been sacrificed to civilization.

Secondly, he discusses in considerable
detail the culture and lifestyle of the
Indians, with whom he also had ample
first-hand experience. He then gives an
amazingly detailed section on beavers,
which, because of their valuable fur
(used in making high-fashion hats), ex-
ercized an intense fascination upon Eu-
ropean readers.

Finally Van der Donck presents an
imaginary dialogue between a “Dutch
Patriot and a New Netherlander 
concerning the Condition of New

Netherland.” The questions and answers
lead to the conclusion that New
Netherland is admirably suited for
commerce, and should be given in-
centives to prosper.  

One would think that Van der Donck’s
work would be better known, in a class
with William Bradford’s Of Plymouth
Plantation; but strangely, the Descrip-
tion, since its original publication, has
been never been reprinted in Dutch
(except in a “microcard” edition,
1957), and until now the only available
English text has been a translation that
was completed in 1833 and first pub-
lished in 1841 (reprinted in 1968). For
the new volume, Diederik Willem
Goedhuys has made an entirely fresh
translation, using the excellent schol-
arly resources of the New Netherland
Institute. Charles Gehring and William
A. Starna have extensively annotated
the translation with valuable historical
and explanatory notes, including an
appendix of suggested scientific iden-
tifications of plant names mentioned
by Adriaen van der Donck. The volume
is attractively produced, in a con-
venient format, by the University of
Nebraska Press.

The editors do not include the Dutch text
facing the English version, which would
have been nice for readers here and in the
Netherlands who might like to see the
original wording. Fortunately, however,
for those who are interested, the original
Dutch text is available in the online re-
sources of the special collections of the
library of the University of Utrecht. Go to
www.digbijzcoll.library.uu.nl and either
search (click “Zoeken”) by typing in 
the author’s name, or go to books
(“Boeken”), where there is an alphabeti-
cal listing of titles, and one can find full
digital texts of both the Vertoogh, and the
Beschryvinge, along with many other
works.

F. J. Sypher
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Winter Stated Meeting
Continued from page 5

Pietri’s widow, and saw the writer’s
books, glasses, black hat, and type-
writer, all of which are in the picture, in
the style of an ofrenda, or Mexican
memorial offering consisting of objects
associated with a person who has died.
There is also an early-model word-
processor. At the top is a scene from
Pietri’s book The Masses are Asses
(1988), and scenes of people in city
streets, including a group such as one
might see in El Barrio, of men sitting at
a card table playing dominoes. Among
Pietri’s books is a volume of Washing-
ton Irving, which ties the first and last

panel together as part of a living liter-
ary tradition touching four centuries.

The evening’s gustatory pleasure was pro-
vided by Antonia McCarthy, President of
WinEsideout. She presented a splendid
array of wine and cheese pairings for our
education and enjoyment. Two whites,
Domaine Durand Sancerre 2007 and
Macon-Lugny, “Les Charmes” Chardon-

Jill Spiller and Francis J. Sypher, Jr.

Charles Finch was inducted by Stephen B. Billick
(left) and George H. McNeely IV (right)

Thomas F. Pike, Jr., Schuyler Winter and 
John M. Baker

Joseph vanB. Wittmann
III

President 
Stephen B. Billick

Inductee Charles Finch Therese Blake

George H. McNeely IV Jonathan C. Jones

George J. Hill Gary L. Dycus

■■ SALMAGUNDI ■■
Donald G. Allison’s son Chip Allison and
Stephanie Brooke Sim, of Charlotte,
Vermont, were married Saturday, October
18, 2008 at the Basin Harbor Club in
Vergennes, Vermont.

Andrew Jones had a show of photos of
“Railings & Shadows” at the George
Billis Gallery, 511 West 25th Street, from
January 2 through 31, 2009. The pictures
portray characteristic metalwork from 
the stoops and stairways of New York
town houses.

Peter Junker has sent greetings
with a photo (dated 18 March 2007)
of him, taken on board MV Maersk
Maine at anchor, Haifa, the Holy
Land, and “A Seaman’s Bedtime
Prayer”: “Beholding the red an purple
sunset / I lay back into God’s hands /
hoping to slow down, listen and feel /

his inner voice guiding me safely
home.”

Damian Kimmelman has been lecturing 
at the British Museum about the role of
creativity in online marketing, design 
and repositioning of old technology for
new effects. His London-based company,
We Are VI, launched in 2006, has con-
tinued to grow, hitting its stride with 
22 employees, a long roster of national
brand clients, and a flurry of recognition
in the industry press.

Stewart Manville has passed on to the 
society a copy of Saudi Aramco World
(September/October 2008), which con-
tains an interesting article, “Following
Washington Irving,” by Louis Werner,
with photos by Tor Eigeland. The author,
using a guidebook titled The Route of
Washington Irving (published by El

Legado Andalusí, a Spanish organiza-
tion), retraced the route that Irving took in
traveling from Seville to Granada in 1829.
The magazine is published (distributed
free of charge) by Aramco Services Co.,
in Houston, Texas, and Mr. Manville
kindly mentions that has additional
copies, in case anyone would like one.

In November 2008 appeared Frank
Sypher’s new book, New York State
Society of the Cincinnati: Histories of
New York Regiments of the Continental
Army (Fishkill, New York: New York
State Society of the Cincinnati, 2008).
This is a companion volume to his book
of 475 Cincinnati biographies published
in 2004. Detailed regimental histories
like this have not been available before 
for most New York regiments of the
American Revolution.

nay 2005, were matched with a Wisconsin
Gran Queso, a French Pyrenees Brebis, an
Italian Podda Classico from Sardinia and
Dutch Roomano from Friesland.

The reds, a Domaine Bernard Ange 2005
Syrah and a Chateau Lafitte Cabernet
Sauvignon/Merlot 2006 were paired
with Bucheron, a French goat cheese
from Poiteau, a French Brillat-Savarin
from Normandy,  a French Fourme
d’Ambert from Auvergne, and a Hooli-
gan from  Colchester, Connecticut.   

The evening was a perfect combination
of counterpoints:  the aesthetic pleasure
of wine and cheese, against a backdrop
of Elena Climent’s superb artistry. 



THE SAINT NICHOLAS SOCIETY 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

20 WEST 44TH STREET, ROOM 508
NEW YORK, NY 10036-6603
TELEPHONE: 212-991-9944 

FAX: 646-237-2767
EMAIL: info@saintnicholassociety.org

OFFICERS
STEPHEN B. BILLICK

PRESIDENT

THOMAS F. PIKE
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

WILLIAM M. MANGER, JR.
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT

EMERY W. HARPER
THIRD VICE PRESIDENT

GEORGE H. MCNEELY IV
FOURTH VICE PRESIDENT

W. SETON IJAMS
TREASURER

FLOYD S. SANFORD III
SECRETARY

JILL SPILLER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

THE WEATHERCOCK
AN OCCASIONAL PUBLICATION 

OF THE SOCIETY, WRITTEN, EDITED,
AND PRODUCED BY

FRANCIS J. SYPHER, JR.
JOHN McC. SHANNON

The Saint Nicholas Society
of the City of New York

20 West 44th Street, #508 
New York, NY 10036-6603

No. 71 Spring 2009

N E C R O L O G Y
The Society has received notice of the death of the following members:
Name Date of Election Date of Death
Albert Lincoln Hoffman III Jan. 10, 1967 September 8, 2008
Henry Hopkins Livingston May 4, 1959 November 25, 2008
Rev. William R. Robbins October 5, 1992 August 23, 2008
L. George Van Syckle January 10, 1967 October 19, 2008
Grenville Kane Walker February 27, 1950 November 6,2008
Daniel Ward Seitz January 21, 1974 October 7, 2008
Henry Hopkins Livingston May 4, 1959 November 25, 2008
Albert Lincoln Hoffman III January 10, 1967 September 8, 2008
Philip Schuyler Dey January 17, 1977 January 30, 2009
Samuel Neilson Hinkley March 1, 1937 July 11, 2008
Dudley Wentworth Stoddard November 2, 1936 April 25, 2009
Henry S. Brown October 3, 1966 February 26, 2009
Walter Jackson Coleman April 28, 1969 June 18, 2008
Raymond A. Hatch January 16, 1978 May 00, 2008
Peter Hoagland Vermilye October 4, 1954 June 00, 2009
William Leland Hires March 6, 1944 February 14, 2009

Thursday, Sept. 24, 2009 Board of Managers Meeting Society Office
Thursday, Oct. 22, 2009 Fall Stated Meeting Century Association
Thurs, Nov. 12-Mon. Nov. 16, 2009 5 Dutch Days 5 Boroughs
SNS will sponsor the opening ceremony on the 11th at Saint Mark’s in the Bowery, and the tour of New Amsterdam on Saturday the 14th

Monday, Dec. 7, 2009 Feast of St. Nicholas Union Club
Thursday, Jan. 21, 2010 Board of Managers Meeting Society Office
Thursday, Feb. 4, 2010 Winter Stated Meeting Venue to be determined

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2009-2010

Name Date of Election Ancestor
Lindsay Byron Smith April 30, 2008 George E. Dockstader
Curtis McLellan Estes Sep. 25, 2008 Edward Faulkner
Douglas Mather Mabee Jan. 29, 2009 Jan Pieterse Mebie
Alan George Moore April 30, 2009 John McDonnell
Stephen Michael Noonan April 30, 2009 Jean Chadeayne

New Members Elected


